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Economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) are the backbone of human rights, in the
sense that they are essential for respecting human dignity and achieving social
justice. Yet violations of these rights are widespread and systematic under the
current economic and social system which sacrifices people's basic needs (such as
food, health, housing, education) in the name of the quest for economic growth and
profit maximization for a small minority. 
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Panel This side event will provide an
opportunity to discuss these issues by
tackling the following questions: 

What role should the UN system play in
addressing the situation of regression in
respect for ESC rights? What kind of
initiatives should States, civil society
organizations and UN mechanisms and
bodies encourage in order to
collectively meet the challenges ahead
in terms of promoting and implementing
existing ESC rights legal instruments? 
What initiatives should be put in place
to promote education and training on
these rights?


